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Overview

• Facilitating access to legal information
– IHL databases
– IHL bibliography

• Promoting IHL
• Questions



ICRC mandate for IHL dissemination

Statutes of the ICRC
Article 4
The role of the ICRC shall be in particular:
(…)

(g) to work for the understanding and dissemination of knowledge of international 
humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts and to prepare any development thereof

“The organization’s real strength lies in the mirror effect on which it was founded: its work in conflict 
situations to help people in distress derives from IHL, which it encourages belligerent parties to abide 
by; and this body of law in turn grows and develops by virtue of the observations made by the 
organization in the theatre of conflict. This mirror effect sets the ICRC apart in the humanitarian 
sphere.”

Marion Harroff-Tavel, “The International Committee of the Red Cross and the promotion of international humanitarian 
law : looking back, looking forward”, 

in: The International Review of the Red Cross, vol. 96, no. 895-896, Autumn/Winter 2014, available here

https://www.icrc.org/en/international-review/article/international-committee-red-cross-and-promotion-international


Audiences

Humanitarian practitioners

Academics in law and international relations

Government lawyers and diplomats

Military lawyers

Think tanks & policy centres

Private corporations



Access to legal information: primary sources

Geneva conventions and other international treaties
• Treaties database
• Geneva Conventions preparatory documents

Domestic implementation of IHL
• National implementation database
• Customary international humanitarian law database
• State practice collection

https://www.icrc.org/ihl-nat
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/preparatory-documents-geneva-conventions-now-available-online
https://www.icrc.org/ihl-nat
https://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/home
https://library.icrc.org/library/


State practice institutional workflow
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Access to legal information : secondary sources

IHL bibliography 
– Quarterly version and annual compilation

– References classified by subject

– Abstracts

– Link to full text if available online

Available online: https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/misc/icrc-ihl-bibliography.htm

https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/misc/icrc-ihl-bibliography.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/2015/ihl-bibliography-2nd-quarter-2015.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/2015/ihl-bibliography-2nd-quarter-2015.pdf


Promoting IHL

• ICRC Library
• Reference publications
• Courses
• Training tools
• Conferences
• ICRC website
• Humanitarian Law and Policy 

blog
• Law and Policy Newsletters



2014 2015 2016

Thematic approach

New technologies and 
the modern battlefield

Principles guiding 
humanitarian action

Generating respect 
for the law



Partnering with reference actors

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/


Adapting messages



How does law protect in war? Online

Regular updates and easy navigation 
from the IHL outline to more than 300 case studies 
and pedagogical resources with a comprehensive 

online index and search engine

Reference publications

https://www.icrc.org/casebook/index.jsp
https://www.icrc.org/casebook/index.jsp


International humanitarian law: 
a comprehensive introduction

New IHL Textbook (Nils Melzer)

Available in 2016



UPCOMING 
ISSUES

The human cost of nuclear 
weapons 
(Spring 2016)

The evolution of warfare
(Summer 2016)

War in cities
(Winter 2016)



• IHL dissemination workshop

• Advanced IHL seminars

• Thematic workshops

• Regional Courses

• Basic IHL courses for humanitarian 
practitioners

Training Events



Online training modules

Basic rules and 
principles of 
IHL
(ENG – FR – SPA)

Rights and 
responsibilities 
of health-care 
personnel (ENG)

HCiD: The legal 
framework
(ENG – FR)

Training tools

https://www.icrc.org/en/online-training-centre
https://www.icrc.org/en/online-training-centre
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/basic-rules-and-principles-ihl%23.VDuMgGd_v10
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/basic-rules-and-principles-ihl%23.VDuMgGd_v10
https://app.icrc.org/elearning/health-care-in-danger/
https://app.icrc.org/elearning/health-care-in-danger/
https://app.icrc.org/elearning/health-care-in-danger2/
https://app.icrc.org/elearning/health-care-in-danger2/


E-briefing

https://app.icrc.org/e-briefing/new-tech-modern-battlefield/index.html?mc_cid=5a90fef39a&mc_eid=62e45022af
https://app.icrc.org/e-briefing/new-tech-modern-battlefield/index.html?mc_cid=5a90fef39a&mc_eid=62e45022af


Ready-to-use workshops 
• Health Care in Danger
• Sexual violence
• Humanitarian principles and action
• Scope of application of the law

Advanced IHL Learning Series
• IHL and humanitarian principles
• Explosive weapons in urban areas
• Recent development in the interplay between 

IHL and human rights

https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/feature/2014/06-20-health-care-in-danger-workshop-tool.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/feature/2014/08-25-sexual-violence-worshop-tool.htm
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/workshop-humanitarian-principles-and-action
https://www.icrc.org/en/ihl-and-humanitarian-principles


Conferences

https://www.icrc.org/en/generating-respect-law
https://www.icrc.org/en/generating-respect-law


https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law

ICRC website

https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law


blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy

Humanitarian Law & Policy blog



To be launched soon…

Cross-files : blog of the ICRC 
library and archives



23,187 
subscribers

currently with

https://www.icrc.org/en/law-and-policy-newsletters
https://www.icrc.org/en/law-and-policy-newsletters


Sharing IHL tools within the ICRC

• Mail list

• Intranet

• Conference calls

• External tools



Mail list

• 135 focal points in 81 delegations
worldwide

• Latest tools, training and IHL-related
events

• Between 2 and 4 issues a year



Intranet

• Ad hoc announcements for major IHL 
publications and tools (e-learning, e-
briefing, etc.)

• Permanent pages on IHL tools



Conference calls

• Calls by region (Europe and Central 
Asia, Africa, Near and Middle East, 
Asia, Americas)

• Between 1 and 2 times a year

• Presentations of tools, Q&A, discussion



Sharing information and promoting IHL 
@ the ICRC

• Digital tools and databases
• Specialized audiences- / general 

public-oriented services
• Thematic approach
• Engage in debates
• Combine audiences, 

combine expertise
• Use diversity of tools 

(from solid to fluid)
• Create win/win partnerships 
• Manage contacts and networks



Discussion

https://blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/

www.icrc.org/lp-newsletter
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